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A.	Purpose:
Newsreel aims to present pupils with current events and 
news from the English-speaking world, presented in English. 
Through the programme, the pupils get to practice their lis-
tening comprehension. The worksheets for the programmes 
are constructed in a similar way as the answering sheets for 
the listening comprehension part of the National Test in Eng-
lish, year 9.

B.		About	Newsreel:
Newsreel delivers a short news bulletin in English from the 
English-speaking world. The programme uses simple langu-
age and covers news from sports, politics, music, fashion, etc. 
A new programme is presented every two weeks with the 
latest news from all over the world. Interviews and features 
introduce us to various dialects, accents and cultures from 
different English-speaking countries. 

Every programme is accompanied by a script and a work-
sheet. Pupils can listen to the programme while using the 
script text as an extra support for comprehension. In the 
script, you will also find a list of the more difficult words 
and expressions found in the programme. Using the work-
sheet, pupils can answer questions about the content in the 
programme. The questions are constructed in a similar way 
to the questions for the listening comprehension section of 
the National English Test, grade 9. They come in a number of 
formats: multiple choice questions, fill in the gap questions 
and true or false questions. Each worksheet will also include 
a section with extra activities, such as translation, grammar 
and creative writing. At the end of every worksheet, there 
are some questions aimed at starting a discussion. There is 
the 10-minute discussion with topics related to the program-
me and the debate section in which you can debate a topic 
brought up in the programme. There is also a suggestion on 
what more can be done. 

C.	Suggestions	on	work	procedure;	
before the programme (pre-understanding): 
Look at a map and see if you can find the countries and ci-
ties from where this programme’s news comes. What do you 
know about the country/city?  Look at the topics for the pro-
gramme. What are they? Ask the pupils what they already 
know about the topics you are about to listen to. 

listening to the programme: 
Listen to the programme. Pupils in lower levels of understan-
ding can listen to the programme several times in order to 
fully understand it, while pupils in higher levels should listen 
to the programme fewer times. You can stop the programme 

after each news section to make sure that the pupils have un-
derstood everything. Listen to it again, using the worksheet 
to answer questions about the programme.  For quicker pu-
pils, there is an “extra” section with more questions. You can 
also have everyone do the “extra” questions. Go through the 
key. Was anything difficult? 

after the programme: 
Try to remember what you already knew about the topics be-
fore the programme. Have you learned anything new? What 
about words, did you learn any new ones? Are there some 
words or expressions associated with certain topics that you 
learned in the programme? 

Work with the 10-minute discussions. Let the pupils work in 
pairs and collect arguments for and against concerning the 
topic. Give them five-ten minutes for this. Remind the pupils 
to use English when they discuss the topics. Switch pairs and 
let the pupils work with a different person to compare argu-
ments and see if they can come up with more. Discuss the 
topics in class. This exercise will allow the pupils to formulate 
arguments for their opinions and help them to use strategies 
for linguistic security. 
 
When the pupils feel more secure working with the 10-mi-
nute discussions, you can start working with the exercise 
in different ways. One way is to divide the class into smal-
ler groups and have every group discuss the questions inter-
nally. Appoint one pupil in each group to represent the group 
and have him or her sum up what the group talked about for 
the rest of the class. This exercise will allow the pupils to hear 
different ways of looking at the topic. 

Another way of doing it is to divide the classroom into two 
parts, where each part represents a different opinion. One 
part represents “I agree” and one “I don’t agree”. Read a sta-
tement and let the pupils choose a side of the classroom de-
pending on whether or not they agree with the statement. Let 
some of the pupils tell the class why they have chosen that 
side.  This exercise is a good way of airing every pupil’s opi-
nion. Make sure that the pupil who speaks is allowed to speak 
his or her mind, without interruptions from others. 

Debate – this part brings up a more wide-ranging topic which 
can require a bit more time than the 10-minute discussions. 
One way of working with the debate is to divide the class into 
two groups and have one group have the “for” position on the 
topic and the other group the “against”. Allow the group time 
to do research and work out arguments for its opinion. In-
struct the pupils to consider which arguments they think the 
opponents will have for their cause and have them prepare 
counter-arguments. Arrange the debate with formal rules 
(set time for an argument, who will be the judge, how many 
times each pupil is allowed to speak, that the opinions are 
less important than the arguments, etc.) and allow it to take 
time. One lesson isn’t too short! This exercise will force the 
pupils to look at a topic from different angles and find argu-
ments for opinions they may not share. Some pupils can also 
feel safe in being given an opinion and not having to choose, 
which can allow them to concentrate on finding arguments 
instead of deciding. 
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Another way of working with debate is to have two pupils at 
a time debate in front of the rest of the class – one being “for” 
and the other “against”. The pupils should be given plenty of 
time to prepare and write down arguments on cards which 
they can hold during the debate. Since the debate can be very 
time-consuming, each debate topic should be given only to 
a maximum of six pupils (three for and three against) each 
time. The rest of the class can be the judge and next time, six 
new pupils will go through the debate. Before the exercise, go 
through the elements of rhetoric and how to hold a proper 
speech. For help and ideas regarding rhetoric technique, lis-
ten to UR’s programme “Speaker’s corner”, 
http://www.ur.se/Produkter/164318-Speakers-
corner?q=speakers corner

Further work - here, you will find extra exercises and sug-
gestions on how to continue to work with topics from the 
programme. 

things to do later on/extras: 
• Make a quiz using words from the vocabulary in the scripts 
for the programmes. 
• Have the pupils explain to a friend five words from the vo-
cabulary (in English). 
• Let the pupils write a letter to one of the people in the pro-
gramme. 
• Have the pupils make their own Newsreel with local news 
from the school. Discuss what  “news” means and set some 
rules for which kind of news that can be part of the program-
me. If you don’t have access to recording equipment, have the 
pupils make a “live” Newsreel using another class as an au-
dience. 
• Let the pupils translate parts of the script. 
• Have pupils write a summary of the programme or write a 
story about something from the programme. 
• Create a comic strip about something from the programme.
• Draw one of the events from the programme. 
• Dramatise one of the events from the programme. 
• Write a diary for one of the people from the programme, 
leading up to the event presented in the news. 
• Write a fictive news article about one of the events from the 
programme. Write an imaginary interview with one or more 
of the people involved in the scene. 
• Listen to the anthem of one of the countries mentioned in 
the programme. What does it say about the country? 

D.	Lgr	11	and	Newsreel:
Parts of Lgr 11 being touched by Newsreel marked in bold;

in lgr 11 it is said that: 
Through teaching, pupils should be given the opportunity to 
develop all-round communicative skills. These skills involve 
understanding spoken and written English, being able to 
formulate one’s thinking and interact with others in the 
spoken and written language, and the ability to adapt use 
of language to different situations, purposes and recipients. 
Communication skills also cover confidence in using the 
language and the ability to use different strategies to 
support communication and solve problems when lang-
uage skills by themselves are not sufficient.

In order to deal with spoken language and texts, pupils 
should be given the opportunity to develop their skills 
in relating content to their own experiences, living con-
ditions and interests. Teaching should also provide pupils 
with opportunities to develop knowledge about and an 
understanding of different living conditions, as well as 
social and cultural phenomena in the areas and contexts 
where English is used.

Teaching should help pupils to develop their skills in sear-
ching for, evaluating, choosing and assimilating the con-
tent of spoken language and texts from different sources.

it is further said that:
Teaching in English should essentially give pupils the oppor-
tunities to develop their ability to:
• understand and interpret the content of spoken Eng-
lish and in different types of texts,
• express themselves and communicate in speech and 
writing,
• reflect over living conditions, social and cultural pheno-
mena in different contexts and parts of the world where 
English is used.

Also:
In years 7–9

content of communication
• Current and subject areas familiar to the pupils.
• Interests, daily situations, activities, sequences of 
events, relations and ethical questions.
• Views, experiences, feelings and future plans.
• Living conditions, traditions, social relations and cul-
tural phenomena in various contexts and areas where 
English is used.

listening and reading – reception
• Spoken English and texts from various media.
• Spoken English with some regional and social variants.
• Oral and written instructions and descriptions.
• Different types of conversations, dialogues, interviews 
and oral communications.
• Oral and written information, as well as discussions 
and argumentation for different purposes, such as news, 
reports and newspaper articles.
• Strategies to understand details and context in spo-
ken language and texts, such as adapting listening and 
reading to the type of communication, contents and pur-
pose.
• Language phenomena such as pronunciation, intona-
tion, grammatical structures, sentence structure, words 
with different registers, as well as fixed language expres-
sions pupils will encounter in the language.
• How texts and spoken language can be varied for dif-
ferent purposes and contexts.

speaking, writing and discussing – production and interaction
• Oral and written narratives, descriptions and instruc-
tions.
• Conversations, discussions and argumentation. 


